familiar with "Linacre tradition" and "the lure of Padua", but Jonathan Woolfson puts their conclusions into a wider context. He shows that more lawyers than intending physicians studied at Padua, and makes out a strong case for the influence of Paduan legal thought on English law, especially at the end of the sixteenth century. He also explores, more suggestively, the 
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The author's research into eighteenthcentury pharmacotherapy, which forms the subject of this book, adds to the knowledge of the early history of pharmacology. Half a century ago experimental pharmacology was regarded as a development of the early nineteenth century with the physiologist Fran9ois Magendie the acknowledged "father" of the science. In the 1960s historians traced the experimental tradition in pharmacology to the eighteenth century drawing attention to early methods of animal experimentation, dose-effect relationships and theories of the mode of action of drugs and poisons, all aspects significant to modem scientific pharmacology. In this book the author places these early studies in a wider context, examining and elucidating the relations between the experimental approach, pharmacological theories and therapeutic principles.
In an introductory review of features of eighteenth-century pharmacology, attention is drawn to the numerous articles on materia medica, pharmacotherapy and poisons published in journals between 1700 and 1799. There are three case studies: 'Dissolving the stone', which describes the search for lithontriptics, 'Opium', which the author calls an ambiguous drug, and 'Peruvian bark', the quinine containing cinchona bark used as a specific febrifuge. In the first of these reference is made to Joanna Stephens who, in 1736, offered to reveal the secret of her remedy for the stone for a sum of £5,000. The full details of this incident have been fully documented elsewhere, here the author concentrates on how evidence to test her claims was produced and how this further shaped the methodology for the study of lithontriptics. This study also provides an early illustration of chemistry as one of the constituent sciences of pharmacology. The rigorous investigation of the therapeutic use of opium and the experiments to determine its effects is a valuable contribution to the already extensive literature on the drug. Peruvian bark was regarded as a specific, a term which Dr Maehle carefully examines and concludes that there was a change in its definition towards the end of the eighteenth century.
